
MPH CONNECTION 

 

The Official Newsletter of the Master of Public Health Program at Missouri State University 

 Many changes have occurred recently in the Master of Public Health program at Mis-

souri State University, and we are very proud of the progress we have made.   The most im-

portant event has been our recent accreditation by the Council on Education in Public Health 

(CEPH), which was awarded in December of 2012.  This is important to our students because 

many employers require CEPH-accreditation for MPH degrees.    With that accreditation, we 

now offer a generalist degree in public health that can be attained almost entirely through a 

combination of executive-style and online courses.  The executive-style classes meet on a 

limited number of Saturdays each semester and are supplemented with online work.  For 

those who prefer a more traditional setting, we vary the modality of several of our courses, 

rotating between online or executive style one year to a more traditional seated format on the 

following year.   All seated classes are taught at night.   In short, the MPH program at MSU is 

designed to be attractive to both the traditional student and the working adult student.   For more information about the pro-

gram and our admission requirements, please visit our web page at http://www.missouristate.edu/mph/ .   

 There are more exciting changes coming to the MPH program.  We are currently in the last stages of developing a new 

joint degrees program between the Master of Health Administration (MHA) and the MPH.  If approved by the University, this 

program will allow students to 'double count' four courses in the two master's degree programs.   With a total of 66 hours of 

work, the student will attain BOTH the MPH and the MHA.   With recent initiatives in healthcare reform, we believe this interdis-

ciplinary education and combination of degrees will uniquely qualify our graduates to be able to address many population health 

issues for both government and private healthcare entities.  Our target date to start this program is the fall semester of 2014. 

 The MPH program at Missouri State University is growing, but we are accepting new students every semester.   If you 

have any questions regarding our program, please feel free to contact me at davidclaborn@missouristate.edu or at 417-836-

8945.   We would love to hear from you. 

       David Claborn, DrPH 

FROM THE INTERIM DIRECTOR 

Jemina Shikany’s poster was selected as the top in her category at the 

Missouri State University Interdisciplinary Forum.  The poster was en-

titled "Public Health Traveler's Issues and the Healthcare System in 

Yemen" and was based on a project she did in the MPH course Inter-

national Health and Infectious Disease.  

Philomina Amofah’s won for her oral presentation at the same fo-

rum.  It was based on research funded by the Healthy Living Alli-

ance and was entitled "What are our children eating?: An assess-

ment of children's diet in a Missouri community." 

Pictured above are Jemina and Philomina along with  Cindy Calender 

Brent Jones, Wendy Castle,  and Lawal Garuba at the Interdisciplinary 

Forum 

CONGRATULATIONS 

A Better World Through Public Health   



"I am a medical case manager at AIDS Project of the Ozarks. 

My main job is to do everything I can to help people living with 

HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) focus on medical care and medication ad-

herence. This may include providing rental assistance, attend-

ing doctor’s appointments, paying for HIV medications or a 

myriad of other support activities. My job is essential because 

PLWHA can have almost normal life spans with proper treat-

ment. In addition, adherence to an HIV medication regime can 

reduce the transmission of HIV by up to 93%. Some of my oth-

er duties include facilitating a support group for women living 

with HIV/AIDS, doing HIV and STI testing at our downtown 

weekend outreach and teaching a safer sex group on the Cox 

North Psychiatric Unit.  The way I think and process while do-

ing my job is a credit to the Public Health Program. Some days 

I think, “I learned that in class”, but most days I don’t notice 

because the knowledge has been integrated into the way I 

function as a professional."  

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT  GRADUATE ASSISANT 

My name is Christie Oestreich and I am the current GA for the 

Master of Public Health Program. This is my first semester in the 

MPH program. I got my undergraduate degree from Southeast 

Missouri State University focusing on Health Management and 

Nutrition. In my free time I enjoy  running and spending time 

with my family and new puppy.  

GRADUATE ASSISANT 

Travis Fisher 

 

My name is Travis Fisher and I am in my final year as a gradu-

ate student in the Missouri State Master of Public Health pro-

gram.  I previously received my undergraduate degree in soci-

ology at Missouri State University.  I am currently serving as a 

graduate assistant for Dr. Federman from a grant provided 

through the Healthy Living Alliance.   The Healthy Living Alli-

ance is a community based organization which works through 

partnerships to help create a healthier environment for Spring-

field area residents.  The primary objectives of the HLA are to 

reduce the burden of obesity through the encouragement of 

healthier eating and active lifestyles as well as to support to-

bacco-free policies in the community. It is the responsibility of 

Missouri State University’s MPH program to develop and pro-

vide evaluation of the HLA program.  
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